2i6      THE  BEAUTIFUL LADY  CRAVEN
countenance, and those of that of animals, have remarked that Danton had the physiognomy of a mastiff, Marat that of an eagle, Mirabeau of a lion, and Robespierre of a cat. The temperament of the last was at first melancholy, and ended in being atrabilarious. He had first a pale and dull countenance ; it afterwards became yellow and livid. The history of his temperament is a great portion of the history of his life.
Tallien was a man of whom Napoleon stood in awe. " Mefie-toi surtout de Tallien," said the Empress once to Napoleon; " tu I3as offense, et un homme tel que lui ne peut supporter I1 idee d'etre abaisse par un homme tel que toi.33
Madame de Stael1 felt a lively interest in the return of Tallien to France;   where he could not be received with safety, as he was on the proscribed list.    She not only wished his return, but was anxious that he should be in the ministry.   The task was difficult :  as an emigrant, or ci-devant noble, his pretensions would appear absurd.    Upon her application to Barras, at the first word he was rejected ; " I do not know/' said he, " which of us is asleep, but one or other of us must have lost our reason."   Her eloquence, however, assisted by a female friend, gained ground, and Barras was already shaken ; he despaired, even if he consented himself, of gaining over Carnot, whom he described as possessing the inflexibility of Cato, with all the disinterestedness of that Roman.
General Hoche 2 was one of those examples of singular
1  Anna Louise Gerniaine Necker, Baronne de Stael (1766-1817).
2  Lazare Hoche (1768-1797).    See Napoleon and the Invasion of England, by H. F. B. Wheeler and A. M. Broadley.   John Lane, 1907, PP- 5-43-or," or " Our Lady of Good Help," is effectively disposed of in M. L. Gastine's admirable biography, of which a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
